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In our first night of class I 
mentioned several resources n 

passing

Tonight I would like to go back 
to these resources and go 

over what they are in more 
detail, and how to use them

Let’s start with the simple one: 
the Concordance
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There are 

many kinds of 
Concordances

It can be as 

simple as one 
in the back of 
your Bible

It can be as 

extensive as 
the Strong’s 
Exhaustive 
Concordance

The more pages/space 

available, the more words you 
can list

The Concordance will list all its 
words alphabetically

It then lists the references to the 

verses where the word is found
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If you know one word in the 
verse, you will be able to find 
the verse

This will also show you where 
this word is used in other 
verses

This way you can do a word 
study in your Bible

Let’s take the word, 
“Redeemed”

I selected this word because it 
is part of a theme relating to 
God’s Plan of Salvation

We can use words such as: 
“Redeemed”

“Redemption”

“Redeemer”

“Saved”

“Salvation”

“Forgiven”
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Pulling up the word, 
“Redeemed” in a concordance 

can show us the following:

According to the Blue Letter 
Bible, there are sixty-two times 

this word is used in the King 
James Bible

It is used 62 times in 61 verse

What you want to do is look at 
the various places it is used to 

see which verses are talking 
about the topic you want to 

study
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I am going to select just a few 
of these to go over so that we 

can keep this brief

Some word studies can take 
days or even weeks depending 

how deep you want to get into it
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We learn from these passages 
that there is a Law in the Law 

of Moses called the Kinsman 
Redeemer

If a Jew falls into debt, then a 

kinsman or relative is the only 
one who can redeem him
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We see in the Book of Ruth 
how this Kinsman Redeemer 

Law works

1. The closest relative who can 
redeem is the first in line to 

redeem

2. They must have the price to 

redeem

But we see where that person 
can refuse to redeem and it 

then falls to the next relative in 
line

This example in Ruth adds 

another Law.

This is the Law of the Leverite 

Marriage
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The Leverite Marriage requires 
the next brother in line to 

marry a brother’s wife if they 
have no children

He will then raise a child up in 

place of the deceased brother

This way the line of the brother 
will not be lost

In redeeming the property 
Naomi’s husband had lost the 
redeemer had to marry Ruth 

and raise up children to 
Naomi’s husband



9

But then the Psalmist 
discusses the problem with 

redeeming the soul

How do you redeem a soul 
and keep it from corruption?

How do you keep it from 
death?

The problem is that there is no 
human alive at that time who 

could qualify to redeem 
anyone.

We cannot redeem ourselves

How can we redeem another?
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The Psalmist answers his own 
question:

Who can redeem his brother?

There is only one who can do 
that…

That would be God

In making this claim, the 
Psalmist ran into a problem:

God is not a Kinsman

God is not related to us by 
birth

How is this possible?
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Paul identifies how God will be 
able to redeem our soul

God will use Jesus, who was 
born into the human race and 
became related to us by birth, 

to redeem us.

This is just a quick word search 
using your concordance to find 

different verses discussing the 
same topic or person

Keep in mind our three rules:

1. It is impossible for God to lie
[Hebrews 6:18]

2. God does not change 
[Malachi 3:6]

3. God will never change His
mind and take back something
He gave us [Romans 11:29]
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This means that any teaching you 
discover in your study must agree 
with the Bible as a whole

The Bible will never contradict 
itself

If you think you find a 
contradiction you need to do more 

research

This is why some studies can 
take days, weeks or even 

months

Now let’s look at another 
feature found in the Strong’s 

Exhaustive Concordance

The Lexicons
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So we have checked each of 
the Hebrew and Greek words 

used for Redeem, and even 
though they are different 

words, there is nothing 
different in the definitions
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Let’s try another word search 
for the word: “Giants.”

[Basically, this is a topic I am
interested in and that’s why I 
chose it.]

We go to the Concordance [in 
this case I’m using the Blue 

Letter Bible’s concordance 
(word search)

You type in the word you are 

looking for and it pulls up 
every verse with that word(s)
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Look at the possible verses 
and select those that seem to 

apply to your search or for 
information you are tracking 

down

We discover that the Bible 
does teach that there once 

were actual giants

We learn that they were the 
result of sons of God [angels] 

and daughter of men [women] 
being married
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This was the accepted 
interpretation of this verse until 

the Fifth Century AD

At that time the Church toned 
down miracles and the 

supernatural to please the 
world

At that time the Church began 
to teach sons of God was the 

line of Seth

And the daughters of men 
were the line of Cain

There is nothing in the Bible to 
support this

Check out the meaning of the 
Hebrew word for “giants”
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From this we discover that the 
word for “giants” in the Hebrew 

for this verse is “Nephilim”

We can now add “Nephilim 

to our lists of words in our 

search for information on 

giants in the Bible

It seems giants disappeared 
from the Bible until it came 

time for the Children of Israel 
to take the Promised Land
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Check to see if the same words is 
used for giants here…
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Yes, these are still the same 
giants we saw in Genesis 6:4

But we have picked up another 
word/name for giants n the 
Bible: “the sons of Anak.”

Check the word in the original 
Hebrew
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Okay, we are not talking about 
the Nephilim here

There is a new word n the 
Hebrew: Rephaim

We also identified other giants:

1. Anakims [from Anak]; and

2. Emims
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Check our word…
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We are still speaking of the 
Rephaim

But we have another name for 
giants: “Zamzummims”
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Now we have an actual name 
for one of the giants.

His name is Og

He is King of Bashan

Let’s check our word for 

“giants” here
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We are still talking about 
“Rephaim” for giants

But what about “Bashan”
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The reason I asked was 
because of Psalm 22:12:

“Many bulls have surrounded 
me; strong bulls of Bashan 
have [attacked] me [all] 

around.”

Psalm 22 is a Messianic Psalm 
– a Psalm concerning the 

coming Messiah

And it is a prophetic Psalm –
dealing with the Crucifixion of 

Jesus

The “Bulls of Bashan” has 
always been unclear to me

“Bulls” can refer to the Roman 
soldier since they worship a 
bull

But why Bashan

Could giants have somehow 
been involved?
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One last note on this passage

Og’s iron bed was nine cubits 
long and four cubits wide

A cubit is 15.5 inches

That would be 157.5 inches or 
over 13 feet long and 70 
inches wide or 5 feet 8 inches 
wide

Let’s do one last search in the 
Concordance

Let’s look up Goliath

What does Strong’s Exhaustive 
Concordance tell us about 

Goliath?
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Now notice that Strong’s tells 
us that David killed Goliath 

with his sling and a rock…

Check it out
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David took Goliath DOWN with 
the sling and the stone

But he KILLED Goliath with 
Goliath’s own sword by 
beheading him

Always check your resources

The Bible is infallible

Not the resources

Always check your information 
against what you know is true

Always check it against the 

Bible 

That should get you up and 
running and knowing how to 

use the Concordance and the 
Greek and Hebrew Lexicons 

found on the Blue Letter Bible

Let’s touch briefly on Bible 
Dictionaries
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Now again, you need to always 
double-check your resources

Using the Blue Letter Bible’s 
International Standard Bible 
Dictionary we obtain the 

following information

The entry is brief, and it clear 
from the discussion that the 

Author, James Orr, does not 
agree with the giants being the 

result of relations between 
angels and women
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By contrast, consider the 
following slides showing the 

entry for the Unger’s Bible 
Dictionary…
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Now let’s move onto the 
process of Cross-Referencing

This is a process that let’s you 
take information from one 
resource and combine it with a 

different resource in order to 
expand information on a 

source or topic

When I taught Workers’
Compensation Law, there was 

a problem with how to interpret

A Law of a legal code

Each law was identified as a 

“stand alone” legal document
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This means that all the 
information you need to 

understand this law was 
contained in this law.

However, lawmakers did, from 
time to time reference other 

laws in the law they were 
writing

“Except as noted in Section 

3600 and 3602…”

This would give the researcher 
permission to go to those 

sections and bring information 
in those codes back to the 

original Labor Code and use it 
to apply and better understand 
that Labor Code
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It was also allowed to use 
different Labor Codes and pool 

their information together if 
they were dealing with the 

same topic, such as temporary 
disability benefits.

We call this process Cross 
Referencing

We cross over to a difference 
reference (resource)

And we use this other resource 

to add information to the 
resource we are studying

When it comes to the Bible, we 
are fortunate

There is a verse that gives us 
legal authority to go to any 
verse in the Bible and use it for 

our understanding and 
interpretation of Bible verses
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II Timothy 3:16:

“All Scripture is inspired by 

God and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in 

righteousness.”

This verse gives us the right to 
go to any verse in the Bible, 

and if that verse has 
information relevant to our 

study or teaching; we can pull 
it back into our pool of 
information and use it to 

interpret Scripture

Keep in mind that when we 
refer to the Bible, we are not 

speaking of a single book

It is a collection of 66 books

Written by over 40 authors

Covering a period of 1,500 to 
2,000 years
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When you have a Reference 
Bible, it will contain Cross-

References on each page and 
connect a verse on the page 

with other verses in the Bible.

Let’s take a look at the meeting 
with Jesus and Nicodemus…
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Jesus was speaking of an 
event that happen all the way 

back at the time of Moses:

“As Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the Wilderness.”

Notice additional information in 
the center column…

Notice the small “a” right at the 
beginning of verse 14

Now go to the middle column

Find the “14” in the column

And notice the information 

listed there
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The “a” is directing you to 
Numbers 21:9

If you go there, you will 
discover that Numbers 21:9 is 
part of an over-all event
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Here is the actual verse mentioned 
in the Cross-Reference

If you notice the Cross-Reference 
in Numbers 21:9, you will see that 
here it refers back to John 3:14



43

If you go to II Kings 18:4 you 
will see that the Jews had 

begun to worship the bronze 
serpent, and King Hezekiah 

destroyed it as part of his 
reform.

Going back to the Cross 
Reference in John 3:14…

There is a part “b” to this Cross 

Reference to John 8:28, John 
12:34 and to John 19:18
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So part “b” of the Cross 
Reference refers to two other 

verses where Jesus mentions 
His needs to be lifted up and 

the third reference was to Him 
being lifted up on the cross.

Now, if your Bible does not 
have Cross References built 

into it, you can use your 
Concordance to look up words 

in the verse you are reading 
and find other verses where 
the same word is used

Jesus mentioned that He had to 
be lifted up the way Moses 

lifted up the serpent in the 
Wilderness

You can use your Concordance 

to look up “serpent” [as this 
probably has fewer entries than 

“Moses or “Wilderness.”]
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Let’s 
discuss 
another 
study aid 
called 
footnotes
These can
be in the
middle
column…

There will be a number after a 

word in the verse…

And the information will be listed in 
the column after that number

It can also offer a different 

possible word in this verse
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Sometimes, 

the footnote 
can be at the 

bottom of the 
page

Footnotes are just notes that 
the author/publisher thought 

were important.

They provide additional 
information

They can make a passage 
easier to understand

The last topic for tonight is 
dealing with Commentaries

A Commentary is any external 
resource where someone is 
commenting on the Bible

To be honest, anyone can 
write a Commentary
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The trick is to find a 
Commentary where the 

authors and editors hold 
themselves to a higher 

standard and what they say is 
respected.

An older commentary is 
The Pulpit Commentary

It is designed for pastors to 

prepare their sermons

Another older commentary is  
Matthew Henry’s Commentary
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In high school 
we joked about 
the Jameson 
Fausset and 

Brown 
Commentary 
on the Whole 
Bible.

We called it the Jameson, 
Fausset and Brown 

Commentary on the Whole 
Bible – except for passages 

you have questions about

For some reason, every time 
we had a difficult passage in 

our lesson, when we looked up 
the passage in this 

Commentary the authors 
skipped over the verse and 
ignored it
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The Blue Letter Bible has an 
interesting feature.

Pull up the verse or passage you 

are studying

These are links to other resources

If you click on the “K”…

This will take you to the Treasury 
of Scripture Knowledge

If you click on the “K”…
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If you click on the “C” this will take 
you to the Lexicon and 
Concordance

If you click on the “C” this will take 
you to the Lexicon
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If you click on the “L” this will offer 
a list of audio, video and written 
commentaries
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This link will take you to the 
library of all the commentaries 

and teachers stored on the 
Blue Letter Bible
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If you click on the “I” on the verse it 
will give you a drop down menu of 
pictures and maps pertaining to 

the verse

Clicking on the “I”…
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Now on some verses, such as 
John 3:16, there is a musical note 
as the first box on the bottom set 
of boxes

If you click on the musical note 
you will get information on 
songs and hymns this verse 

was involved with
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If you click on the “V” it will let you 
change translations or the Bible 
version you are using

Clicking on the “V”…
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If you click on the final option and 
click on the “D” it will give you 
access to Dictionaries

Clicking on the “D”…

As a follow up to Commentaries 
you can also go to Google and 

type in a name of a Bible 
teacher and get a link to You 

Tube
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You can get videos of various Bible 
teachers on You Tube

Again, I want to caution you

Anyone can put together Bible 
studies and commentaries

Do not trust just anyone

Do your homework

Follow and use those teachers 
and commentaries that teach 
God’s Word



58

Satan can disguise himself and 
his servants as “Angels of 
Light.”

It’s not how they look

It’s not how popular they are

It’s what they teach

Do they teach the truth of 
God’s Word?

QUESTIONS


